Introduction
Macrotrachelia nigronitens (Stål, 1860) (see Fig. 1 ) has recently been reported from New Zealand by Larivière and Larochelle (2014) , but with few details. They say only (p. 365) that 'The grey literature suggests that this species is present in New Zealand since at least 2006. This can now be confirmed based on comparison between specimens from NZAC and MACN.' No "grey literature" was specified. Such publication of new records without supporting data is not particularly useful. Consequently, the present author herein takes the opportunity to publish data on this species from material currently accessioned in the collections of the Auckland War Memorial Museum (AMNZ), comprising 11 specimens collected between 1997 and 2014. NZAC also holds material of this species but, unfortunately, this material is now unavailable to the author, despite being responsible for most of it. The proper assessment of the biosecurity status of M. nigronitens in New Zealand, particularly in terms of how long the species has been present here, requires the tracking down and validation of all relevant material in collections, which has not yet been done, despite all the material being very easily located. Investigations by the author suggest that the species has been present in New Zealand since at least the 1980s. An application (see http://www.epa.govt.nz/Publications/proposal_form_macrotrachelia_ spp.pdf) has recently been submitted by Bioforce Limited to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) to have M. nigronitens declared as "not new", so that it can be legally propagated and/or distributed for the purposes of biological control of pest thrips. In fact, it shall be argued herein that M. nigronitens ought never to have been classified as a "new organism" (under the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms (HSNO) Act = not present in New Zealand before 29 July 1998) in the first place, had its biosecurity status been properly assessed. An AMNZ record from 1997 is presented, and an even earlier record from the 1980s is indicated to be held in NZAC. Notes are provided on the biology, distribution and history in New Zealand of M. nigronitens. 
Materials and methods

Institutional abbreviations
Distribution
Within New Zealand, Macrotrachelia nigronitens is present in at least the vicinity of Auckland City and suburbs (AK). The genus Macrotrachelia consists of 6 currently recognised Central American species, with only M. nigronitens extending (naturally?) into South America (Argentina, Brazil), and possibly also adventive in California (Carpintero 2002 , Lewis et al. 2005 .
Biology
Macrotrachelia nigronitens is a predator of thrips inside leaf-roll galls induced by the thrips. Gross, 1954 , and whatever species of anthocorid was collected in Canberra (the basis for the identification of the latter as A. austropiceus is unknown, and therefore misidentification cannot at present be ruled out), as it is not impossible that one or other of them could turn out to be M. nigronitens. Note that Anthocoris austropiceus is the only known native Australian member of the tribe Anthocorini (see http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/ abrs/online-resources/fauna/afd/taxa/ANTHOCORINI/checklist), the tribe to which Macrotrachelia is also assigned (Carpintero 2002) . It therefore appears to be somewhat discordant with the remaining native Australian anthocorid fauna. David Horton initially intended to publish the New Zealand record of M. nigronitens, but it was apparently subsequently decided, after some correspondence with New Zealand entomologists, that the matter would be best left to them (D. Horton, pers. comm.) Note that the present author had already sent New Zealand material to Horton, who carefully examined it, including dissections of both male and female genitalia, and he determined it as Macrotrachelia nigronitens, based on the published literature. Larivière and Larochelle 2014 formally published the identification after 'comparison between specimens from NZAC and MACN', but without giving details how the comparison was made, or upon what the identification of the MACN material is based. Nevertheless, the present author accepts the determination as being certain enough to run with, in lieu of future taxonomic and/or molecular studies.
